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Jonesboro Advertising and Promotion Commission 
Minutes:  December 6, 2022 
City Council Chambers 
 
Attending: Jerry Morgan, David McClain, Tom Fielder, Chris Gibson, Bill Hurt and Tracy Owens, 
and Dan Das 
 
Chairman Jerry Morgan called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. announcing that an official 
quorum was present.  Mr. Morgan reviewed the minutes of the meeting held October 18, 2022, 
which were included in the meeting materials.  Mr. Gibson moved to approve the minutes and 
Mr. McClain seconded.  The minutes were approved as presented. 
 
Financial Report: 
 
Chairman Morgan presented a current overview of financial status of the Jonesboro A&P 
Commission.  
 
Morgan presented A&P Revenue Trends for 2022 (the 3% hotel tax only.)  Totals from January 
through October totaled $831,009. This is an increase of $189,683 from this time in 2021. The 
added 1% hotel tax brought in $245,549. The economic impact of increased hotel usage and 
the results of the many projects sponsored by the Jonesboro A&P to promote tourism in 
Jonesboro have resulted in a strong hotel tax revenue. The Restaurant Revenue resulted in a 
total of $4,328,017 through the first 10 months of the year.  
 
Morgan reported on the A&P Current and Estimated Cash Position as of 10-31-22. Current cash 
position of the three revenue sources:   
3% Hotel Tax - $720,090 with $160,000 in projected revenues minus Embassy Suites payment 
and remaining 2022 commitments leaves a projected at Year End total of $300,334. 
1% Hotel Tax (in effect 1-1-22) - $245,549 with projected revenues of 54,000, minus remaining 
2022 commitments leaves a projected at Year End of $299,549.  
2% Prepared Food Tax (in effect 1-1-22) - $4,328,016 with $900,000 projected revenue leaves 
a projected at Year End total of $5,228,016. 
 
Mr. Morgan projected the payment of the ASU property for the new Sports Complex will be due 
when the property sale is closed after the first of the year. The payment will be made in full 
through a cash payment with no interest expense. This payment is approximately $5.2 million.  
 
Projections for 2023 Funding for the Traditional Projects funding model were discussed to set a 
target amount. With a $300,334 beginning cash total for 2023, Projected Revenue is $991,009. 
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Deduct Embassy Suites payment of $250,000, the 2023 Amount to Allocate towards Funding 
totals $791,343. The target was set at $800,000 to allocate today. 
 
Point made that this total does not include the added 1% hotel tax that will be used for Parks 
and Recreation. This amount is still there to allocate at a later date.  
David McClain moved to accept the financial report and Bill Hurt seconded. Financials were 
approved as presented.  
 
New Business:  
 
Morgan asked Kevin Hodges, Chairman of the Sports Complex steering committee to update 
the Commission of the progress the committee. RFP’s for a general contractor are started and 
the finalization of the purchase of the properties is on schedule. Morgan asked for approval to 
move forward with the Crafton-Tull Contract. Gibson moved and McClain seconded. Motion was 
approved.  
 
Morgan asked the Commission to allocate up to $20,000 from the Restaurant Tax to consult 
with an attorney to ensure legality of all documents. Chris Gibson moved and Bill Hurt 
seconded. Recommendation was approved.  
 
Renee Golas, Sports Marketing Manager, gave a report on the new website roll-out. The 
website will feature many new links and provide the visitor to Jonesboro with an extensive array 
of options from which to choose. The official roll-out will be in about three months. Jonesboro 
Unlimited hired a company to come up with themes and logos that will add a cohesiveness and 
commonality. Arkansas State University will have a separate calendar of events on the site as 
well. The A&P Commission will have a separate category to ensure organizations have easy 
access in applying for funding.  
 
Allocation of Funding: 
 
Representatives for organizations applying for funding were present to discuss or answer 
questions concerning the applications they had submitted for review. Morgan announced that 
Arkansas State Research Center has not raised all the funds needed to begin their project. 
They have asked for a 6 month extension on their request and award from 2022. After 
discussion the Commission agreed to extend their deadline to June 30, 2023. In July, 2023, it 
was agreed that they will meet to determine if funding is available to allocate at that time.  
 
The following list of 25 organizations and funding awards, totaling $899,200 was voted on and 
approved.  
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Recommendation Organization/Event Name 
$138,200 Jonesboro A&P Commission Administration 
$100,000 Arkansas State Red Wolf Research Center 
$ 10,000 Christmas Attractions/Christmas at the Park 
$ 87,000 City of Jonesboro/Youth Sports Shooting Complex 
$ 15,000 Various Convention Expenses 
$ 15,000 Delta Symphony Orchestra/Annual Program Support 
$ 60,000 The Foundation of Arts/Annual Program Support 
$ 30,000 Downtown Jonesboro Alliance/Annual Program Support 
$ 15,000 Hispanic Community Services/Annual Program Support 
$100,000 Annual Downtown BBQ Festival 
$ 50,000 Arkansas State Red Wolves Foundation/All Athletic Events 
$  4,000 Annual Car Show 
$  20,000 Disc Side of Heaven/Disc Golf Pro Tour Event 
$   5,000 DNW/Regional Duck Call Contest 
$ 25,000 JETS Aquatic Club/Spring Summer Events 
$ 40,000 Jonesboro Baseball Boosters/Spring and Summer Tournaments 
$ 50,000 Jonesboro City Stars Booster Club/Youth Sports League 
$ 25,000 Jonesboro Parks and Rec/Tennis Shade and Lights 
$ 15,000 Jonesboro Police DARE 
$ 40,000 Jonesboro Softball Association/Youth and Adult Tournaments 
$  2,500 Jonesboro University Heights Lions Club/Pickle Ball Tournament 
$ 10,000 NEA Baptist Charitable Foundation/Annual Duck Classic 
$ 15,000 St. Bernards Women’s Council/Pink Warrior Events 
$ 10,000 The Link Theatre/Professional Theatre 
$  7,500 United Way/Battling for a Better Tomorrow 
$ 10,000 ASU Club Softball/Softball tournaments and camps 
$ 10,000 The National Guard Assoc. of Ark./NGAA Annual State Convention 
$899,200 Total 2023 Funding Allocations 

 
Chris Gibson moved to approve and David McClain seconded. Motion was approved. 
 
Chairman Morgan called for further questions and there being none, Mr. Gibson moved to 
adjourn, seconded by Mr. McClain. Motion was approved and the meeting was adjourned at 
4:10 p.m. 
 
Submitted by 
 
 
 
Christy Appleton 
Administrative Officer 


